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 Pastor’s Message 
 

My Beloved Congregants, 
 

     Back in the “olden days,” when I was teaching music, several of my sixth 

grade instrumental students came into my office during lunchtime one day  

and asked for some extra help with their band music.  They were quite 

insistent that this help needed to last for the entire lunch period.  I became 

suspicious; usually my students weren’t this concerned about extra help until 

the week before report cards came out.      

 

     “Okay, guys, what’s going on?” I asked.  “It’s Mix-it-up Day,” they 

explained.  “We have to sit with people we don’t know at lunch, and we don’t 

want to do it.  So we figured we’d come to lessons, instead.” 

 

     Mix-it-up Day was a nation-wide movement that took place in November.  

I don’t know if it’s still done or not.  Its purpose was to get students to 

become acquainted with people outside of their comfortable social circles.  

The school I taught in was very diverse, ethnically, and the hope was to get the different groups of students to 

realize how much they had in common.   

 

     It was obvious that some of the students were quite uncomfortable with this idea.  It’s hard to sit and talk to 

someone new, especially when one’s best friend is sitting at the next table.  No one likes when the status quo 

becomes “shaken up.” 

 

     I began to think of the way Jesus “shook up” the status quo two thousand years ago.  He healed on the 

Sabbath.  He said that the first shall be last and the last shall be first.  And, he told us we should be like little 

children.  Because of Jesus, nothing was the same as it had been before.  And yes, people were not comfortable. 

 

     The kids did get their extra lesson that day; I did not send them back to the cafeteria.  However, I also made 

them sit in a group and talk to one another.  Their conversation was awkward at first, but as soon as they found 

some common ground, they actually started enjoying themselves.  (Okay, I’ll admit, the common ground was 

the fact that they all thought it was really rotten that I had tricked them into doing a “Mix-it-up” activity.) 

 

     As I think about it, some of my most interesting conversations in life have been with people I don’t know.  

Talking to people on line at the grocery store, in the next seat on an airplane, or across the dinner table at a party 

has been rewarding, even though it may have been uncomfortable at first. 
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     When Jesus commissioned us to spread the Gospel to all the nations, he meant for us to step out of our 

comfort zones and talk to people who may be a bit different than we are.  Because, as children of God, we are 

more alike than we are different. 

 

     Why not introduce yourself to a new neighbor, talk to a different person after church, or come to church if 

you haven’t attended in a while?  And, while you’re at it, smile at someone in the grocery store, talk to a 

stranger in the post office, and say “good morning” through your face mask to those you pass on the street. 

 

     As we prepare to give thanks to God for our blessings, perhaps we can be a blessing to someone in return. 

 

     Have a joyous Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
 

With love and blessings, 

Pastor Ann 
 

Zoom Worship  
 

How are we going to worship on Sundays?      
     We will “simulcast” our Sunday worship on Zoom for those who cannot be in the Sanctuary. You may log 

on as early as 10:00 a.m. for coffee and conversation.  Worship begins promptly at 10:30.  The easiest way to 

do Zoom is to download the Zoom App from the App Store.  Zoom will work on a computer, a laptop, an I-Pad, 

or a Smartphone.   
 

What are the Meeting IDs? 

          From now through November 15, the meeting ID is 962 8758 3076.  The passcode is 681753. 

          From November 22 through January 3, the meeting ID is 997 8744 0701.  The passcode is : 623169. 

  

Will I get a reminder about logging on to these services? 

     If you are on the church e-mail list, you will get a weekly e-mail with the Zoom link.  
 

I don’t have a computer or a Smartphone.  What can I do? 

     You may telephone the following number:   

1-646-558-8656 
     You will be asked for a meeting ID and passcode. (Please see paragraph 2)   
     You won’t be able to see us, but you can still hear what’s going on. 
 
 

 

 

Birthday Blessings! 
 

 

 

November 1 – Debbie Eitel   November 9 – Bryan Proctor 

November 5 – Jack Vaughan   November 9 – Michael Pennino 

November 6 – Claire Proctor   November 10 – Jennifer Matos 

November 8 – Andrew Vaughan  November 11 – Tyler Hago 

November 9 – Maria Francis-Henry  November 29 – Geri Milk 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order Your  
Poinsettias 

 

It’s that time of year again. 

Orders are now being taken for the Christmas Flower Memorials. 

If you wish to place an order, please fill in the order form below. 

 

Given By: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Loving Memory Of: 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor Of: 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Cost: $12 each 

 

Number of flowers ordered: ________ 

 

Note: Please check one of the following: 

_____  Pick up after 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

          _____  Pick up after Sunday, December 27 Service 

_____ Donate to a shut-in member 

 

Deadline: Sunday, November 29 

 

Please make checks payable to the Church and specify for “Flower Fund.” 

 

This form may be placed in the offering plate on Sundays, or mailed to the church office: 

FPC Greenlawn / 497 Pulaski Road / Greenlawn, NY  11740    Thank you! 
 



 

Prayer 

Corner 
 

 

THANKS  ~ Charles Heaxt 

                                                                                          

There’s a rare and special quality in the way some 

          people live.                                        

However busy they may  be, they still have time to 

         give.                                                          

Anything you ask or                                                                                                    

Need, they’ll do their very best, and no matter what 

         the task is or how simple the request,  

Kindness just comes naturally to this rare unselfish 

         few                                           

Special, giving people—people just like you. 

 

 

I NEED THEE, LORD ~ Peter Marshall 
 

Speak to me, that I may hear Thee giving me 

courage for hard times and strength for difficult 

places; giving me determination for challenging 

tasks.  I ask of Thee no easy way, but just Thy grace 

that is sufficient for every need, so that no matter 

how hard the way, how challenging the hour, how 

dark the sky, I may be enabled to overcome. In Thy 

strength, who hast overcome the world, I make this 

prayer.  Amen 

 

 

FAITH AND WORKS ~ Hannah More 
 

If faith produce no works, I see 

That faith is not a living tree: 

Thus faith and works together grow; 

No separate life they e’er can know; 

They’re soul and body, hand and heart- 

What God hath joined, let no man part. 

 

 

“God has given each of you some special abilities; 

be sure to use them  

to help each other, passing on to others God’s many 

kinds of blessings.” 1 Peter 4:10 LB 

 

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he 

stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but 

where he stands at times of challenge and 

controversy.”                     ~ Martin Luther King, Jr.   

 

 

The Power of ONE… 

ONE life CAN make a difference… ~ Anon 
 

One song can spark a moment 

One flower can wake the dream 

One tree can start a forest 

One bird can herald spring 

One smile begins a friendship 

One handclasp lifts a soul 

One star can guide a ship at sea 

One word can frame the goal 

One vote can change a nation 

One sunbeam lights a room 

One candle wipes out darkness 

One laugh will conquer gloom 

One word must start a  prayer 

One hope will raise our spirits 

One touch can show you care 

One voice can speak with wisdom 

One heart can know what’s true 

One life can make a difference 

That difference starts with you 

 

 

THE AMERICAN’S CREED 

~William Tyler Page 
 

I believe in the United States of America  

as a government of the people, by the people,  

for the people; 

Whose just powers are derived  

from the consent of the governed; 

A democracy in a republic,  

a sovereign nation of many sovereign states; 

A perfect union one and inseparable; 

Established upon those principles  

of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity   

for which American patriots sacrificed  

their lives and fortunes. 

I therefore believe it is my duty to my country  

to love it, to support its Constitution,  

to obey its laws, to respect its flag,  

and to defend it against all enemies. 
     

Submitted by Betty Chatfield 



Worship at FPC Greenlawn 

     October 4 was World Communion Sunday.  We 

thought about how Christians around the world 

were celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper.  The chancel was decorated with maps and 

flags of other countries.  

Breads from other parts of 

the world, along with a 

chalice from Morocco 

graced the Communion 

Table.    

     On October 11, we 

unpacked the parable of the landowner who planted 

a vineyard (Matthew 21:33-46) with a sermon 

called “Who Owns the Church, Anyway?”  

     On October 18, we reflected on how words can 

be hurtful in “Sticks and Stones … and Words.” 

     “Loving God, Loving Neighbor, and Loving 

Self” was the theme of our October 25 Celebration 

of Worship as we discerned Matthew 22:33-46, 

where Jesus is asked which commandment is the 

greatest.   

(The Chancel on World Communion Sunday) 

 
     Upcoming services are tentatively as follows: 

 November 1 – All Saints Day.  We will 

remember the Saints who have gone before 

us. 

 November 8 – The Church and the Parable 

of the Bridesmaids / Honoring our Veterans   

 November 15 – Stewardship.   

 November 22 – Thanksgiving Service, 

Pledge Cards Received.   

 November 29 – First Sunday of Advent.  

 

 

Patricia Lievendag 

     Our Christian sympathy goes out to the family 

and friends of church member Patricia Lievendag, 

who entered Life Eternal on Tuesday, October 27, 

at the age of 85.  Pat was an accomplished 

coloratura soprano, and served as our Youth Choir 

Director.  She also served our church as secretary 

for many years.  A Memorial Service will take place 

at some future time.  Please lift up her husband, 

Ron, her children, Ronald, Scott, and Holly, as well 

as her grandchildren and friends in prayer.   
 

Paul Soergel 

     Our Christian sympathy is extended to the family 

of Paul Soergel, son of church member Ginny 

Soergel.  Paul died unexpectedly on Sunday, 

October 25, at the age of 57.  Memorial Services 

were still pending as of this writing.  Please lift up 

Paul’s wife, Mary, his daughter, Anna, sisters, Leah 

and Rachel, his mother, Ginny, and his extended 

family and friends in prayer.    
 

 

 

FPC Greenlawn Choir 

     In her “former life” as a music teacher, Pastor 

Ann always had a choir to conduct.  So, she has 

offered to put together a small choir, with Leonora 

Colletti’s blessing.  Tentative plans are to sing on 

Thanksgiving Sunday and 

on the 4
th

 Sunday of 

Advent. 

     The choir has 7 

members so far, and has 

been rehearsing for 

several weeks.  New 

members are always welcome; the ability to carry 

pitch is essential.  Please see Pastor Ann if you are 

interested.   

  



  

New Clothing Bin 

     The FPCG Session has voted to contract with a 

new clothing recycling and outreach company.  

Very soon, you will see two new and aesthetically 

pleasing clothing recycling bins set up in our back 

parking lot. 

     The company is called H&M Leasing, and has 

been vetted and approved by The Presbytery of 

Long Island.  They 

will accept used 

clothing, shoes, 

toys, and bric-a-brac 

items (kitchenware, 

etc.).  The goods are 

sold to Third World 

nations where 

people cannot afford 

to purchase even inferior new clothing.  This will 

give people the opportunity to purchase good, clean, 

usable items at extremely low prices. 

     Our church will receive 10 cents a pound for any 

items donated, and checks will be sent to us once a 

week. 

     As you are changing your closets from summer 

to winter clothing, please put aside any items you 

don’t need any more.  We will let you know as soon 

as the new clothing bins are ready. 

     Many thanks to Betty Chatfield for working on 

this project.   

 

Choir Room Renovation 

     Work on the choir room is coming along, thanks 

to Larry Foray.  The walls have been painted a light 

gray, which really brightens up the room.  Gary 

Prentiss cleaned and sealed the tiles on the floor.  

Future plans include new ceiling tiles, new light 

fixtures, and commercial carpeting. 

     The lobby 

area outside the 

choir room us 

being renovated 

as well.  Debbie 

Eitel has painted 

the bathrooms, 

two metal 

cabinets have 

been removed, and Larry painted the walls a light 

gray.  Upcoming plans involve dismantling a closet 

beneath the stairs, and sorting items stored in the 

cabinets along the south wall. 

 

 

Spring Forward, Fall Back 

     Good news!  You can “sleep in” 

for an extra hour on Sunday 

morning, November 1.  Don’t 

forget to set your clocks back one 

hour before you go to bed on 

Saturday night.     

 

Masks Still Available 

     So far, the Choir Room Fund (now re-named the 

Room Improvement Fund) has increased by over 

$300 from the sale of face masks. 

     In October, Leonora Colletti, our Director of 

Music and mask maker, launched her collection of 

animal-themed masks for the Blessing of the Pets, 

and Halloween-themed masks for October 31.  Her 

“Fall line” and “Christmas line” are upcoming. 

     Masks are $10 each, and are on sale every 

Sunday after church.  They have adjustable ear 

elastic, and are two-sided, so purchasers are getting 

two for the price of one! 

(Halloween and Fall masks, 2-sided.) 

 

 

Stewardship Campaign 

     November is Stewardship Month at FPCG.  We 

will be thinking about what our church means to us, 

especially in light of the fact that we were unable to 

worship in our Sanctuary for six months. 

     If you have not received a letter and pledge card, 

then you will very soon. Please prayerfully consider 

that FPCG means to you, and what your part will be 

in the future of our church.   

 

 

 



 

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

     A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols Service 

will be held on Sunday, December 20, the Fourth 

Sunday of Advent, at 10:30 a.m. 

     This Service tells the 

story of the fall of 

humanity, the promise 

of the Messiah, and the 

birth of Jesus.  It is told 

in nine short Bible 

readings from Genesis, 

the Prophetic Books, 

and the Gospels, and is 

interspersed with the 

singing of Christmas 

carols, hymns, and other music. 

     The original format was based ion an Order of 

Worship for Christmas Eve, 1880, in Cornwall, 

England.  It is said that a key purpose of the Service 

at that time was to keep men out of the pubs on 

Christmas Eve! 

     The Service at FPCG will be based on the one at 

The King’s College in Cambridge, England, where 

the nine lessons are read by representatives of the 

congregation and of the local community.  

 

Christmas Eve Services 

     In order to avoid overcrowding, the FPCG 

Session has voted to hold two Christmas Eve 

Services this year, at 4:00 and again at 7:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, December 24.   

     In order to maintain social distancing, we will 

only be able to accommodate 50 – 70 people at each 

Service.  The Sanctuary will be fogged with a 

disinfectant between Services. 

     In order to guarantee a seat, reservations are 

strongly encouraged.  Church members and friends 

should reserve seats now.  There will be a sign-up 

sheet available after church each Sunday, or you 

may call the church office at (631) 261-2150. 

 

Living Nativity 

     Sadly, we will not be 

able to hold the Living 

Nativity this year because 

of concerns about COVID-

19.  We hope to be able to 

present this beloved 

tradition again in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Movie and Carol Sing 

     Our Vision 2020 Team would like to announce 

its latest project – a movie and carol-sing! 

     This event will take place on Friday, December 

4, at 6:30 p.m., and will be repeated on Sunday, 

December 6 at 11:30 a.m.   

     It will begin with a Christmas karaoke and carol 

sing for a half hour, and will be followed by a 

movie titled The Nativity Story. 

     There will be a suggested donation of $10 for 

adults, and $5 for children.  But if that is a problem, 

no one will be turned away.  Masks and social 

distancing will be required. Proceeds will go to the 

Room Improvement Fund. 

     This promises to be a fun event.  Please 

encourage your family and friends to attend.        

      

Christmas Poinsettias 

     This year, we have an 

opportunity to purchase our 

poinsettias from a wholesaler.  

As a result, the cost to dedicate 

a poinsettia in honor or in 

memory of a loved one will be 

$12, which is eight dollars less 

than last year’s price.   

     The wholesaler needs to have a count by the 

Monday after Thanksgiving.  So, please fill out the 

order form on page 3 of this issue, and mail it to the 

church, or bring it with you on a Sunday morning.  

Thank you. 

 
Our Church Officers 

 

Session   Deacons 
Betty Chatfield  Carolyn Brockett 

Debbie Eitel   Corinne Burdett 

Diane Kirshhoff  Arlissa Dean 

Susan Perrotta   Larry Foray 

Ruth Satterlee   Kathleen Gerlach 

    Gary Prentiss 

    George Santos 

 



 

From the Pastor’s Kitchen 

     Normally, if I see a recipe with more than 4 or 5 

ingredients, I just can’t be bothered with it.  But this 

clam dip recipe is an exception.   
 

Ingredients: 

1-1/2 cups chopped clams with juice 

1 stack Ritz crackers, crushed 

1 stick (1/2 cup) melted margarine 

1 Tablespoon oregano 

Dash of garlic powder 

1 Tablespoon dried minced onion 

1 Tablespoon lemon juice 

1 Tablespoon chopped parsley 

Grated cheese as needed 
 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
 

Pour clams and juice into bowl.  Add next 7 

ingredients.  Mix lightly.  Pour into pie plate, 

sprinkle top with grated cheese, and bake at 350 

degrees for ½ hour until top is golden brown.  Serve 

hot with crackers.  (Can be prepared the day before 

by refrigerating before baking.)   
 

This is always a hit at any party.  It tastes just like 

baked stuffed clams.  (The secret is in the Ritz 

crackers.) 
 

A few notes: 

 If you don’t have a friend who is willing to 

dig you a mess of clams, or if the sight of a 

whole clam makes you ill, you can use 

canned chopped clams – 2 tuna fish-sized 

cans. 

 I find that the recipe is a bit runny with just 

1 stack of Ritz crackers; I use an extra 

quarter of a stack. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back.  I’m turning 

mine back to when I was 20. 

*** 

Fall is my favorite time of year to finally turn the air 

conditioning off and turn the heat on at 5 a.m. and 

then turn it back off at 9 a.m. to open the windows 

then shut the windows at noon and turn on the air 

conditioning then turn it off at 3, then turn the … 

*** 

Be sure to bring up politics at Thanksgiving dinner.  

It will save you money on Christmas gifts. 

*** 

One day you are young and the next … you have a 

favorite pharmacy. 

*** 

Of all the things I learned in grade school, trying to 

avoid cooties was the last one I expected to use later 

in life. 

*** 

Quarantine has made us behave like dogs.  We roam 

the house all day looking for food.  We are told 

“no” if we get too close to strangers.  And we get 

really excited about car rides. 

*** 

Does anyone feel like Halloween is unnecessary 

this year?  I’ve been wearing a mask and eating 

candy for seven months now.  I don’t think I need a 

day dedicated to it any more.   

*** 


